At present, all the medical colleges at Kolkata have got Pediatric Surgery Departments. Many private centers are also doing excellent work. The scenario is more or less same in other metropolitan cities in India. Unfortunately, like other super specialties, Pediatric Surgeons are concentrated in urban areas only. During all this period, I felt that we, as Pediatric Surgeons need to take some administrative responsibilities to expedite the development of pediatric surgery. Dr. (Mrs.) S.S. Desmukh worked very successfully as the Vice-Chancellor of Mumbai University. Dr. I.C. Pathak served as the Director of PGI, Chandigarh, and played a great role in the development of pediatric surgery at PGI. Recently, I visited Nair Hospital, Mumbai, and I was fascinated to see how Dr. S.N. Oak, Professor and Head of Pediatric Surgery, and Dean of Nair Hospital, is planning the developmental work for his institute and also for his department. Pediatric Surgery Department in Nair Hospital has been accredited by ISO. I congratulate Dr. Oak for his dual role. Dr. Ram Kumar Raghupathy, our past President, is also working as Dean and is doing a commendable job. Dr. Ashley D'Cruz is well known not only as a very good Pediatric Surgeon but also as a very good administrator. Dr. Narpat Singh Sekhawat and several others are doing the job of Medical Superintendent and trying to help in the progress of pediatric surgery.
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
I take this opportunity to welcome our new members of Indian Association of Pediatric Surgeons. This is a special occasion for all new members and I congratulate you on becoming a member of our Association. When I became a member of IAPS, it was necessary to become a member of the Association of Surgeons of India first and then get the membership of IAPS. The rules have changed now. Similarly, I am a full member of the Indian Academy of Pediatrics (IAP), but Pediatric Surgeons who have enrolled recently as new members in IAP are all given associate status. We should take up this matter with IAP office bearers. I will request all our new members to keep association with Indian Academy of Pediatrics, Association of Surgeons of India and National Neonatology Forum.
TRAINING
We are trying to save ailing babies and give them a better quality of life and long life. Our training and success in practical life must be measured in this perspective. There was a decline in the number of applicants to our MCh training centers for a short period, but recently it has started to rebound and the trend is encouraging. Unfortunately, some of the centers accredited by National Board are not getting students regularly. So far, there are no definite guidelines from MCI or 
AWARDS AND POSITIONS

INSURANCE COVERAGE
National Insurance and New India Assurance (government organizations) have started a policy for pregnant mothers. If they make a policy within the first trimester, they get the coverage if a baby is born with congenital anomaly. We should keep in touch with our obstetrician colleagues and sought their help to popularize this policy. Rajasthan is well known for excellent hospitality and various attractive places for tourism. I am sure all our guests, particularly those from overseas, will enjoy their stay and enrich our scientific meetings.
R E S E A RC H I N P E D I AT R I C S U R G E RY A N D PUBLICATIONS
My address will remain incomplete if I do not express my thanks and gratitude to Dr. V.R. Ravikumar who has always helped me and our Association in different matters. He was the first person to start IAPS website which has become a very popular platform for scientific discussion.
To have more success, we must coordinate with our associate organizations. Each and every one of us has a role to play. Pediatric surgery has now obtained a considerable stature as a surgical specialty. We have got our journal, our own Association with rapidly increasing membership strengths and number of centers of excellence. I am sure we will definitely reach the goal by advancing our specialty.
I thank all of you for giving me your valuable time.
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